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Brain tumours most life-threatening cancers in children, 

says top Australian neurosurgeon

One child in every four diagnosed with cancer is suffering from a brain tumour and faces a lower survival rate than for other childhood cancers as well as serious long-term side effects. 

This is why leading Australian neurosurgeon and Cure for Life Foundation founder  Dr. Charles Teo is throwing his support behind today's 'Cranes for Brains Day'.  

In its fourth consecutive year, Cranes for Brains Day aims to raise funds for research into brain tumours and support for brain cancer rehabilitation and paediatric programs. 

"Brain tumours often affect children's physical and intellectual development. And sadly despite our best efforts, many ultimately succumb to the disease," says Dr Teo.

The five-year survival rate for children with brain tumours is just 60-65%, 15% lower than the rate for childhood cancers generally. 

Long-term side effects can include fine and gross motor skill impairment, speech problems and eating difficulties. Children also often require help in readjusting back into school and everyday life.

"We still don't know what causes brain tumours, or how we can stop them growing," says Dr Teo. "The need for brain tumour research has become a critical priority."

Most children diagnosed with a brain tumour are operated on to remove the tumour, and those that are found to have cancer must also undergo gruelling radiation and/or chemotherapy treatments.

Sydney mum Stacey Harrison, whose eight-year-old daughter Taylor Jane was diagnosed with a brain tumour as a one-year-old, is a strong supporter of the Foundation.

"It feels like your world's come to an end when your child is diagnosed with a brain tumour, but the Cure for Life Foundation has given us hope by supporting research and rehabilitation programs," says Ms Harrison.

<more>
"Through initiatives like Cranes for Brains Day, the Foundation is also teaching all Australians that we can and must do something to fight this terrible disease." 
As part of Cranes for Brains Day, schools in Sydney and Perth will participate in a one-hour paper crane fold-a-thon to raise vital funds for the Foundation. Awards will be presented to the child who has folded the most cranes in an hour, and also the school that has made the most creative cranes.

Funds raised from Cranes for Brains Day will be donated to the Sydney Children's Hospital’s Brain Tumour Rehabilitation Programme. 

The origami crane is Cure for Life Foundation’s symbol, selected because in Japanese legend it represents longevity and wellbeing. 

Schools or the public can make a donation to the Cure for Life Foundation or find out more by visiting www.cureforlife.org.au. 
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